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Getting to Know Your Saint Mary’s 

Parish Pastoral Council, 3rd Edition  

 
Diakonia is the biblical Greek word for service. As such it applies to all manner of ministry 

(official) or assistance (unofficial) that a person may perform or render either to the Church 

in general or to some private individual. In recent years the term has come to be used more 

technically of those services in the Church for which a person is specially ordained (as 

priests and deacons), or consecrated (as religious), or designated (as the faithful teaching 
or serving the needs of the sick or the poor). 

Lay men and women are called to give of their time, talent and treasure in service to the 

parish and the local church. In the Decree on the Laity promulgated at the Second Vatican 

Council, the Council Fathers wrote, “Their [the laity’s] activity with Church communities is 

so necessary that without it the apostolate of the Pastors is generally unable to achieve its 

full effectiveness.”  However, the kind of consultation that is solicited from the members of 

the Council remains the Pastor’s prerogative.  The purpose of the Pastoral Council is to 

provide assistive consultation to the Pastor in his pastoral planning for the parish. Here are 
some examples of the kinds of consultation that serve the Pastor: 

 The Pastoral Council should reflect on and discuss items brought to them by the 
Pastor 

 The Pastoral Council offers their view of how the Holy Spirit is active in the parish 

 The Pastoral Council reports to the Pastor about the events and works of the various 
apostolates in the parish. 

 The ability to engage in robust discussion with differing opinions with the assurance 

that they will be able to reach consensus in decisions because of their mutual respect 
for each other and because they know it is for the ultimate good of the parish 

 

This is the third in a series of communications to give you a general overview of the 

functions of the parish pastoral council and to introduce you to its members.  In this issue, 

we again highlight members who will talk about their roles on the council and what they are 

doing to meet the challenges of maintaining a spiritual life in this current environment. 

The current St. Mary’s parish pastoral council consists of the following appointed and ex 

officio members: 

Rev. Msgr. Robert Amey: Pastor/President-Ex Officio 

 Rev. Kevin Fields: Parochial Vicar/Vice President-Ex Officio 

 Deacon Lou Brune: Permanent Deacon-Ex Officio 

 Deacon Dan Kostka, Sr.: Permanent Deacon-Ex Officio 

 Kathy Yates: Pastoral Assistant/Recording Secretary-Ex Officio 

 Debra Eisel: School Principal-Ex Officio 

 Cecile Galczynski: Liturgy Coordinator-Ex Officio 

 Thomas Patchan: Minister of Religious Education-Ex Officio 

 Gary Funkhouser: Chair 

 Virginia Onley: Vice Chair 
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 Joe Quirk: Liaison for Social Concerns  

 Kammie Bell: Liaison for Stewardship/Administration 

 Karen Gilroy: Liaison for Community 

 Matt McCormick: Liaison for Service 

 Jenn Do: Liaison for Education 

 Adrian Ilagan: Liaison for Worship 

In this issue, we would like to introduce 5 more appointed and ex officio members of the 

Parish Council; Thomas Patchan, Kathy Yates, Joe Quirk, Karen Gilroy and Gary 

Funkhouser: 

 

  Thomas Patchan, Minister of Religious Education-Ex Officio 

As St. Mary's Minister of Religious Education for the past two years, it has been my joy to share our 
Catholic Faith with you all as a parish community. While I've been Catholic all my life, I became heavily 
invested in my Faith as a college student at Virginia Tech, participating in service trips with the Catholic 
Campus Ministry. My campus ministry's pillars were Faith, Service, and Community, three areas that 
draw me to the Catholic Church and that I believe every person needs in their life. Some of my favorite 
practices as a Catholic are the Rosary, the Divine Mercy Chaplet, the Sacraments, Pro-Life-Ministry, and 
ministry to the homeless, among many others. Before coming to St. Mary's, I served in youth and young 
adult ministry at my former parish, St. John Neumann's in Reston, Virginia. In my free time, I enjoy 
watching baseball, especially the Nats, bicycling, and spending time with my family in Virginia. 
 
During the beginning of the pandemic, I deeply missed many of my favorite Catholic traditions. I tried to 
replace many of these through activities at home to keep connected to my Faith. Several of my friends 
started a daily Rosary that we prayed together by Zoom video call. I watched Daily Mass and sometimes 
Adoration by YouTube. Catholic podcasts including Word on Fire, Called & Caffeinated, and The Lanky 
Guys helped me to continue connecting the Gospel to my daily life. I participated in online Bible Studies 
and game nights with the young adults. I gained a greater appreciation for nature, watching the tree 
outside my window bloom throughout the Spring.  
 
When unable to participate in service activities as I desired, I donated money to several charities, happy 
to be connected with meaningful service for children of God in need. Throughout the year, my list of 
prayer intentions has grown, and I now make a practice of praying a Hail Mary every time I see a prayer 
request or a cause for despair through the news, social media, or anywhere. While these practices do 
not replace Jesus' Real Presence in the Eucharist, I pray that some of them may help you to be closer 
with Jesus Christ this year. I hope you all stay healthy and blessed and look forward to seeing you at St. 
Mary's soon, either online or on Veirs Mill Road. 
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 Kathy Yates: Pastoral Assistant/Recording Secretary-Ex Officio 

I have been connected to St. Mary’s Parish since July 2016. Many of you knew Joan 

Madaras, who served the priests and the parish for many years. I have been employed as 

Pastoral Assistant at St. Mary’s Church since Joan’s retirement. One of my functions is as 

recording secretary for the Parish Pastoral Council.  

Throughout the pandemic, I have learned how to carve out time and pray at home in front 

of statue of Our Blessed Mother, a crucifix, and a lit candle. I’ve dug deeper in the meaning 

of trusting our Lord and virtues of perseverance and patience. In God’s time, we’ll ALL be 

together in our spiritual home at St. Mary’s Church, involved with social and ministerial 

interactions as a parish community.  

 

    Joe Quirk, Liaison for Social Concerns 

Eldest of 12 children, I was educated in Catholic schools from kindergarten through 

graduation from Catholic University’s law school. I practiced law for 37 years and then was 

appointed a Circuit Court Judge for Montgomery County. Now a Senior Judge, I continue to 

preside over Drug Court, to conduct mediations, and occasional trials. My children, Caitlin 

and Sean, attended St. Mary’s School, which I supported by serving on the School Board 

Executive Committee and as St. Mary’s Network Coordinator for the Archdiocese. Other 

activities included: Lobby Night Captain for District 19; mentor in the Welcome Home 

Reentry Program at the Montgomery County Pre-Release Center; and a team member for 

the Friends in Action program of Community Ministries. A member of St. Mary’s Parish for 

over 25 years, I currently head up Social Concerns. 

I believe that anxiety and fear now threaten parish cohesion and tranquility. Jesus’ message 

that love casts out fear and assurance that He loves each of us individually should bring 

peace and acceptance in difficult current conditions. To address parishioners who may be 

isolated and lonely, a new ministry is being undertaken to put volunteers in regular contact, 

usually by telephone, with those experiencing a sense of separation and alienation from the 

parish. To assist with this effort as a volunteer or to recommend persons to be served, 

contact me at josephquirk@me.com or 301-424-7751. 

 

mailto:josephquirk@me.com
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  Karen Gilroy, Liaison for Community 

My husband, Pat, and I joined St. Mary’s Parish in 1995 upon moving to Rockville.  At that 

time, we had no idea what large role the parish and school would play in our lives.  Our four 

boys; Ryan, Sean, Casey and Miles attended St. Mary’s School through eighth grade.  Most 

importantly during our time at St. Mary’s School, we made lifelong family friends that share 

our beliefs and values.  While the boys attended St. Mary’s, I was a member of the Home & 

School Association for many years.  I served as the Secretary, Vice-President and President.  

I am most proud of my years as co-chair of the Multi-Cultural Night Committee.  This was a 

huge undertaking to get started and ended up being a phenomenal success.  This event is 

still held at St. Mary’s. 

My most notable contributions to the Parish came about during the Bicentennial Celebration.  

I joined the committee as the Social Events Coordinator.  With lots of help from my friends 

and fellow parishioners we held a year of remarkable events.  Some highlights were:  a 5k 

training program where we met every Saturday for 10 weeks until our participation in the 

Rockville 5k; a formal Gala held at Manor Country Club, where we were entertained by the 

Fabulous Hubcaps; a casual Bull & Brew Event with delicious Oysters; and finally, a second 

place finish for our float, that was a replica of the St. Mary’s Chapel, for the Rockville 

Memorial Day Parade. 

Sadly, we have not been able to gather socially during the pandemic.   I truly miss being 

able to see people in person and I look forward to being able to get together with friends 

and parishioners again soon!  We do have a Bull & Oyster Roast scheduled for the fall of 

2021.  Fingers crossed we will all be able to be together for this fun and casual event. 

 

  Gary Funkhouser. Chair Parish Pastoral Council 

I currently serve as the chair of the Parish Pastoral Council. My wife, Claire, and I are long-

time parishioners at St. Mary’s; in Claire’s case, a life-long parishioner. We have 3 grown 

children and three grandchildren. Two of our children attended St. Mary’s. Our older son has 

autism and has always attended special schools. 

Both Claire and I have been active in the parish. Claire is a member of Sodality and was 

previously on the School Board.  She was for several years in charge of Sodality’s Fall 

Fashion Show and is currently a member of the choir. In addition to serving two terms on 

the Parish Pastoral Council, I was the Cub Master of Pack 442 when our son, Tim, was a cub 

scout.  We served as one of three chair couples to plan the parish bi-centennial celebration. 
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The current environment during the pandemic has been challenging in many ways.  Our 

older son had the coronavirus in May and our daughter in England contracted it in October. 

We are thankful that both were lucky to have had comparatively mild cases and are fully 

recovered. I pray every night for those who are fighting the virus and for the souls of those 

who died from it. I also pray for all first line responders who are risking their lives under 

trying circumstances every day to serve the sick.   

During this pandemic, there is an especially acute need for platelets to help patients with 

various cancers, chronic diseases and traumatic injuries. Platelets have a short shelf life and 

the need by critically ill people is constant.  One concrete thing I felt I could do during this 

time is to continue to make monthly platelets donations at the NIH, which I have done since 

1987. They have very strict protocols, so it is a low-risk activity. 

Our Parish Pastoral Council is working to identify ideas for maintaining the spiritual life of 

our St. Mary’s community during this time of restriction. We are very open to your input. If 

you have any suggestions, please contact the parish office. 

 

 

 

 


